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Cuairt ar an Meánscoil 

Context: 

• A primary school in Dublin, Ireland. English is the language of schooling. The

Irish language is a curricular subject that is taught in an integrated manner

with English. The official Primary School Curriculum allocates 3.5 hours per

week for the teaching of the Irish language at this age level.

• There are 21 children in this Sixth Class (age 11+). 20 of these children speak

home languages other than English. Within this group there are 10 different

language backgrounds.

Reasons for choosing the activity: 

• In order to facilitate a parent who has called to the classroom to speak to
her, the teacher quickly thinks of an activity for the children to undertake.

Description: 

• As they have visited their prospective second level school the previous

evening, she asks them to write an account of what they have experienced

there (→ meaningful language learning). She adds that they may try to use as

many languages as they can for this exercise (→ relying on existing linguistic

repertoires). The children carry out this task independently. Where necessary,

they use class dictionaries and thesauri (→ active language learning).

• The teacher is understandably amazed and delighted by the results of the

children’s efforts.

Comments: 

• These children are in an environment where their full linguistic repertoires are

valued and affirmed on a daily basis.

• They are encouraged to use all the languages at their disposal to aid their

understanding and learning (→ relying on existing linguistic repertoires).

• The example shows text written in Irish, English, French and Tagalog.

Observation: 

• This example shows how individual children’s plurilingual skills are employed

to compose texts using all the languages at their disposal.

• A further cognitive challenge in this exercise is to sustain coherence and

cohesion in a text where the language changes continually throughout.
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